
2019 Book List 

I read over 50 books in 2019.  Below I give you my top 5 books along with the rest of 

the list grouped by category:    

The Top 5 

It’s tough to identify a Top 5 but here goes: 

1. Bird by Bird- a classic I finally got around to reading; geared for those who write 

but a good read for all of us 

2. Everything is Figureoutable- read this book twice and it’s a great outlook for just 

about anything you’re going through in life 

3. Miracle Equation- another book I read twice in 2019 with two themes of 

unwavering faith and extraordinary effort 

4. Stillness is the Key- Holiday is one of my favorite writers and his latest book on 

silence and stillness is so good 

5. Tiger Woods- this was mesmerizing for me.  I couldn’t put it down.  Love the guy 

or not, he changed sports and culture and this is a great inside look at his life.   

Christian Bookstore 

1. The Better Pastor- I thought I had read all of Lencioni’s books until stumbling 

across this one.  It’s good but not as good as his classic 5 Dysfunctions. 

2. Afraid of All the Things: Tornadoes, Cancer, Adoption, and Other Stuff You Need 

the Gospel For- good read on how the gospel addresses our fears 

3. This is the Day- Tim Tebow’s latest book.  Some people tire of Tebow’s story but 

how can you fault a guy who’s passionate about life and others? 

4. Bible- made it through the Bible again this year, and I continue to enjoy this one. 

5. 48 Days to the Work You Love- had fun reading this with my Friday morning 

men’s group 

Biographies & True Stories 

1. Uneducated- such a wonderful story similar to Hillbilly Elegy and The Glass 

Castle 

2. Thirst- incredible story behind the nonprofit charity: water 

3. Lifechanging Magic of Tidying Up- the book behind the hit Netflix show, I agreed 

with her spirit of decluttering except her take on books.  Don’t make us get rid of 

the books! 

4. Rise and Grind- first of two books I read from one of Shark Tank’s “sharks” 

5. Power of Broke- second of two books from Daymond John 

6. Bulletproof Diet- I am nowhere near following what this guy does, but it’s an 

incredible story 

7. Game Changers- a second book from the Bulletproof diet author 

https://www.amazon.com/Bird-Some-Instructions-Writing-Life/dp/0385480016/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2IKPP8LZM8HY&keywords=bird+by+bird+anne+lamott&qid=1577717442&s=books&sprefix=bird+by+%2Cstripbooks%2C187&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Figureoutable-Marie-Forleo/dp/0525534997/ref=sr_1_1?crid=339K3EHTT93ZM&keywords=everything+is+figureoutable+marie+forleo&qid=1577717374&s=books&sprefix=ever%2Cstripbooks%2C239&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Equation-Decisions-Possible-Inevitable/dp/1984823701/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YZG9O7NIZ3O6&keywords=miracle+equation&qid=1577717519&s=books&sprefix=miracle+e%2Cstripbooks%2C192&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Stillness-Key-Ryan-Holiday/dp/0525538585/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DVOER853MMCE&keywords=stillness+is+the+key&qid=1577717594&s=books&sprefix=sti%2Cstripbooks%2C239&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tiger-Woods-Jeff-Benedict/dp/150112644X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21YS3T5U9JATE&keywords=tiger+woods&qid=1577717644&s=books&sprefix=tiger+wo%2Cstripbooks%2C196&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Better-Pastor-Patrick-Lencioni/dp/069258160X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+better+pastor&qid=1577570309&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Afraid-All-Things-Tornadoes-Adoption/dp/153590593X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3OB9H9XUTW6WL&keywords=afraid+of+all+the+things+scarlet+hiltibidal&qid=1577570415&sprefix=afraid+of+all+the+%2Caps%2C191&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Afraid-All-Things-Tornadoes-Adoption/dp/153590593X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3OB9H9XUTW6WL&keywords=afraid+of+all+the+things+scarlet+hiltibidal&qid=1577570415&sprefix=afraid+of+all+the+%2Caps%2C191&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/This-Day-Reclaim-Passion-Purpose/dp/052565030X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=this+is+the+day&qid=1577570601&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/English-Standard-Version-Journaling-Chestnut/dp/1433544407/ref=sxts_sxwds-bia?keywords=esv+bible&pd_rd_i=1433544407&pd_rd_r=14b23f97-169e-43c7-9f4b-d0081678180f&pd_rd_w=vSjkC&pd_rd_wg=PVAfo&pf_rd_p=1cb3f32a-ccfd-479b-8a13-b22f56c942c6&pf_rd_r=804WX79QG0QKPPCT6EJ0&psc=1&qid=1577570774
https://www.amazon.com/Days-Work-You-Love-Preparing/dp/1433685922/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=48+days&qid=1577716973&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590501/ref=sr_1_1?crid=336UKYR6DDU8N&keywords=uneducated&qid=1577571238&s=books&sprefix=unedu%2Cstripbooks%2C185&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Thirst-Story-Redemption-Compassion-Mission/dp/1524762849/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=thirst&qid=1577571346&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Changing-Magic-Tidying-Decluttering-Organizing/dp/1607747308/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2R4ZV1V6KHHOW&keywords=life+changing+magic+of+tidying&qid=1577571419&s=books&sprefix=life+changing+magic%2Cstripbooks%2C188&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Rise-Grind-Outperform-Outhustle-Successful/dp/0804189978/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=rise+and+grind&qid=1577571565&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Power-Broke-Greatest-Competitive-Advantage/dp/1101903619/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1577571663&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Bulletproof-Diet-Reclaim-Energy-Upgrade/dp/1623368383/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2FQQ205TMRRTB&keywords=bulletproof+diet&qid=1577571833&s=books&sprefix=bullet%2Cstripbooks%2C219&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Game-Changers-Leaders-Innovators-Mavericks/dp/0062652443/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=game+changers&qid=1577649526&s=books&sr=1-1


8. Year of Yes- Shonda Rhimes, creator and producer of Grey’s Anatomy and 

Scandal, shares her life story 

9. Rejection Proof- such a fun read and important advice to overcome fear 

10. Comedy Sex God- the comedian Pete Holmes writes about faith, losing it and 

finding it again 

11. Beautiful No- life story of Oprah’s second in command 

Business 

1. The Hero Factor- good read for those who lead organizations and the author 

lives in Sioux Falls 

2. It Doesn’t Have to be Crazy at Work- great read on how to make things better at 

work 

3. Blue Ocean Shift 

4. The Infinite Game- Both this one and Blue Ocean Shift have similar themes of 

not worrying about competition and focusing more on what you do and provide  

5. Sticking Points- Good read on how to navigate four generations in the same 

workplace 

6. Accidental Creative 

7. Trillion Dollar Coach- leadership advice from the guy who mentored Steve Jobs 

and the leaders of Google 

8. 12 Week Year 

9. The Latte Factor- quick fun story on wise use of money 

10. Trailblazer- story of Salesforce written by its CEO; really like what they do for 

public schools 

11. Debt Free Degree- with four teens, this was an important to read.  If you have 

kids going to college, read this book. 

Self-help (some of these titles are out there! While obviously not in agreement 

with everything, these books challenged my perspective) 

1. 10 Secrets to Success and Inner Peace 

2. You Do You- was intrigued by the title as I love the saying.  It was a good 

reminder of how often we live life according to other people’s rules 

3. You are a badass every day- daily motivation to keep chasing your goals 

4. The Power of No- life is saying “yes” to some things and “no” to many others 

5. Willpower Doesn’t Work- read this twice in 2019 so you think it’d be in the top 5?!  

Read this before starting any new year resolutions 

6. Inner Game of Tennis- bit of an older classic and about much more than tennis, 

recommended by Steve Kerr, Peter Carroll and other successful coaches 

7. Take Control of Your Life- great audible book by Mel Robbins 

Psychology 

1. Digital Minimalism- just outside my top 5 for 2019 but an incredible book about 

the benefits of being offline more in our online world 

https://www.amazon.com/Year-Yes-Dance-Stand-Person/dp/1476777128/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=year+of+yes&qid=1577715532&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Rejection-Proof-Became-Invincible-Through/dp/080414138X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=rejection+proof&qid=1577715757&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Comedy-Sex-God-Pete-Holmes/dp/0062803972/ref=sr_1_2?crid=GA31BP29DMNM&keywords=comedy+sex+god&qid=1577716447&s=books&sprefix=comedy+sex+%2Cstripbooks%2C202&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Beautiful-No-Other-Transcendence-Transformation/dp/0062743198/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=beutifu+no&qid=1577716772&s=books&sr=1-1-spell
https://www.amazon.com/Hero-Factor-Transform-Organizations-Cultures/dp/1599186365/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=hero+factor&qid=1577572278&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Doesnt-Have-Be-Crazy-Work/dp/0062874780/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2N3TQQ3IVUKLJ&keywords=it+doesn%27t+have+to+be+crazy+at+work&qid=1577649207&sprefix=it+doesn%2Caps%2C199&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Blue-Ocean-Shift-Competing-Confidence/dp/0316314048/ref=sxts_sxwds-bia?keywords=blue+ocean+shift&pd_rd_i=0316314048&pd_rd_r=eccaf1df-f552-409c-bdad-6d9385a878dd&pd_rd_w=p3mYe&pd_rd_wg=kPkuj&pf_rd_p=1cb3f32a-ccfd-479b-8a13-b22f56c942c6&pf_rd_r=J05DY8XJMQMBWBQ81WRJ&psc=1&qid=1577649285
https://www.amazon.com/Infinite-Game-Simon-Sinek/dp/073521350X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3AUTPS2SA8OSK&keywords=the+infinite+game+simon&qid=1577649353&s=books&sprefix=the+infinite+ga%2Cstripbooks%2C196&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sticking-Points-Generations-Working-Together/dp/1414364717/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=sticking+point&qid=1577649422&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Accidental-Creative-Brilliant-Moments-Notice/dp/1591846242/ref=sr_1_1?crid=Y2NLG6EI4SZL&keywords=accidental+creative&qid=1577715813&s=books&sprefix=accidental+crea%2Cstripbooks%2C183&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Trillion-Dollar-Coach-Leadership-Playbook-ebook/dp/B076ZHG3H3/ref=sr_1_3?crid=30QIIG9B0DT5E&keywords=trillion+dollar+coach&qid=1577715876&s=books&smid=A2TMTTMKNY2N1U&sprefix=trilli%2Cstripbooks%2C189&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/12-Week-Year-Others-Months/dp/1118509234/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2LHIRLUYV51AD&keywords=12+week+year&qid=1577716736&s=books&sprefix=12+week+ye%2Cstripbooks%2C183&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Latte-Factor-Dont-Have-Rich/dp/1982120231/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1577716364&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Trailblazer-Business-Greatest-Platform-Change/dp/1984825194/ref=sr_1_1?crid=13JQY700F5F1E&keywords=trailblazer+marc+benioff&qid=1577717127&s=books&sprefix=trail%2Cstripbooks%2C206&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Debt-Free-Degree-Step-Step-Getting/dp/1942121113/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1V6EYDHXDWXHX&keywords=debt+free+degree&qid=1577717198&s=books&sprefix=debt+free+de%2Cstripbooks%2C194&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/10-Secrets-Success-Inner-Peace/dp/1401951864/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=ten+secrets+success+inner&qid=1577572511&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/You-Do-Youve-Given-Guide/dp/0316445126/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=you+do+you&qid=1577571999&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/You-Are-Badass-Every-Transformation/dp/0525561641/ref=sr_1_2?crid=DYPZKR1G13UA&keywords=you+are+a+badass+everyday+by+jen+sincero&qid=1577715397&s=books&sprefix=you+are+a+badass+ev%2Cstripbooks%2C187&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/You-Are-Badass-Every-Transformation/dp/0525561641/ref=sr_1_2?crid=DYPZKR1G13UA&keywords=you+are+a+badass+everyday+by+jen+sincero&qid=1577715397&s=books&sprefix=you+are+a+badass+ev%2Cstripbooks%2C187&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Willpower-Doesnt-Work-Discover-Success/dp/0316441325/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=willpower+doesn%27t+work&qid=1577715624&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Inner-Game-Tennis-Classic-Performance/dp/0679778314/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2SNDLZCY8PVWA&keywords=inner+game+of+tennis&qid=1577716126&s=books&sprefix=inner+g%2Cstripbooks%2C198&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Take-Control-Your-Life-Silence/dp/B07LFKZQGZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2UM4RVF7GIX0P&keywords=take+control+of+your+life&qid=1577716318&s=books&sprefix=take+control+o%2Cstripbooks%2C201&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Digital-Minimalism-Choosing-Focused-Noisy/dp/0525536515/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2J3JS1GO63CMD&keywords=digital+minimalism&qid=1577715205&s=books&sprefix=digital+%2Cstripbooks%2C206&sr=1-3


2. So You’ve Been Publicly Shamed- how to survive our cancel culture written 

before cancel culture was even a thing 

3. Keep Going- how to keep at it during good and bad times 

4. Show Your Work- earlier book from Keep Going author 

5. Maybe you should talk to someone- hilarious and challenging way to see your life 

6. Everything is F*D Up- yes, not the best title, but an interesting look at hope 

7. Talking to Strangers- hard not to put Gladwell’s latest book in my top 5, but it’s 

definitely in the top 10 

Marketing 

1. How to Write Copy that Sells- I read this once a year to get better at writing 

2. Launch- good read for anyone who wants to start anything 

3. Ask 

4. Choose- Ask and Choose are both by same author and if you read them, read 

choose first and then ask 

 

https://www.amazon.com/So-Youve-Been-Publicly-Shamed/dp/1594634017/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GOK3JYT1YT5U&keywords=so+you%27ve+been+publicly+shamed+by+jon+ronson&qid=1577715335&s=books&sprefix=so+you%2Cstripbooks%2C205&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Keep-Going-Ways-Creative-Times/dp/1523506644/ref=sr_1_1?crid=436ODLLXNL8F&keywords=keep+going&qid=1577715962&s=books&sprefix=keep+%2Cstripbooks%2C208&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Show-Your-Work-Austin-Kleon/dp/076117897X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ZXTZ3RRB48K8&keywords=show+your+work&qid=1577716061&s=books&sprefix=show+your+wo%2Cstripbooks%2C189&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Maybe-You-Should-Talk-Someone/dp/1328662055/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1577716220&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-cked-Book-About-Hope/dp/0062898922/ref=sr_1_1?crid=22ITNI8PFW2T4&keywords=everything+is+f+cked+paperback&qid=1577716659&s=books&sprefix=everything+is+%2Cstripbooks%2C197&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Talking-Strangers-Should-about-People-ebook/dp/B07NDKVWZW/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=45921IUK7D5K&keywords=talking+to+strangers+malcolm+gladwell&qid=1577717062&s=books&sprefix=talking%2Cstripbooks%2C204&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzUTE5UkFUQUlUTjNJJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMzY4NTgxMVVMNkc1MkY5TFM0NSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNTg3NTg5M1QzUTdYUEZYMlZETiZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Write-Copy-Sells-Step-Step/dp/161448502X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2BRUPV7O040BO&keywords=ray+edwards+copywriting&qid=1577716603&s=books&sprefix=ray+ed%2Cstripbooks%2C196&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Launch-Internet-Millionaires-Anything-Business/dp/1630470171/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=launch&qid=1577716846&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ask-Counterintuitive-Discover-Customers-Business/dp/1939447720/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=ask&qid=1577716889&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Choose-Important-Decision-Starting-Business/dp/1401957471/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=choose&qid=1577716923&s=books&sr=1-1

